
President’s Message
October 7, 2003

Dear Hellenic Medical Society of
New York members and friends:

Fall is here!  I hope everyone enjoyed
their summer vacation.

Once again we begin the year
refreshed with new social and charitable
agendas.

Before I inform you of the upcoming exciting events, I will
mention the General Assembly Meeting and the two exceptional
conferences that occurred since our last newsletter.

On June 5th, at Terrace on the Park in Queens, we held our
General Assembly meeting.  We established a financial
investment framework to expand our support of scholarship
and membership.  We decided to have our Summer Medical
Conference on the island of Corfu in Greece before the Olympic
Games in August, 2004.  We discussed how to make this year’s
Scholarship Gala on Saturday, December 6th at the Essex House
in Manhattan a major financial success.  Furthermore, we
announced a change in the venue for the Scientific Symposium
and the Scholarship Awards Presentation to be held at the
Harvard Club on Friday, December 5th, 2003.  Notably, the
Hellenic Medical Society of New York has united the physicians
of Hellenic heritage in the United States and Canada.  The
Federation of Hellenic Medical Societies of North America
has been established with the medical societies of New York,
Chicago/Midwest and Boston/New England participating.  The
Hellenic Medical Societies of Toronto/Ontario, Montreal/
Quebec, Philadelphia, Washington D.C., and California are
discussing the Federation Charter at their upcoming general
assembly meetings.

On Thursday, June 5th, the Gastrointestinal Conference
proved to be a great educational and social event with Dr. Basil
Rigas of Westchester Medical Center/ New York Medical
College, Valhalla, NY speaking on “Peptic Ulcer Disease: The
Bacterial Hypothesis”, Dr. Emanuel Kouroupos of New York
Hospital Medical Center of Queens moderating, and Tap
Pharmaceuticals sponsoring.  I thank Mr. and Mrs. George
Kaloidis for offering excellent accommodations at their Terrace
on the Park in Queens with its New York City skyline views.

On Saturday, July 12th, Dr. Peter Michalos invited our
members to attend an excellent Ophthalmology Update and
Brunch at Southampton Hospital, Long Island.  Exceptional
lectures were presented by Dr. Peter Michalos on “Cataract
Surgery”, Dr. Hermann Schubert on “The Eye in Hypertension
and Diabetes”, Dr. George Florakis on “Management of
External Eye Diseases”, Dr. Corina Gerontis on “Pediatric
Ophthalmology”, Dr. Aspasia Draga on “Lasik
Complications”, Dr. Irene Draga on “Macular Degeneration”,
and Dr. Alan Lambert, Esq. on “Avoiding Professional
Disciplinary Action”.  After the conference, Dr. Peter
Michalos, organizer and sponsor of this day along with Mr.
Michael Jaharis of Kos Pharmaceuticals were generous to
offer a luncheon at the Greek Orthodox Church in Southampton
with Parish Reverend Father Alex Karloutsos.  Our members

continued festivities at the Church Festival with music, dance,
games, and fun.

This fall season’s first CME accredited dinner lecture will
be on Tuesday, October 14th at Captain’s Ketch Restaurant in
lower Manhattan.  Dr. Kyriakos Papadopoulos of Columbia
University will speak on “Prevention and Treatments of Colon
Cancer” with Dr. Dialecti Voudouris of Lenox Hill Hospital
and Metropolitan Hospital moderating, and Sanofi
Pharmaceuticals sponsoring.

The next General Assembly meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, November 6th at 7 PM at the Water’s Edge Restaurant
in Long Island City before the Rehabilitation Conference
sponsored by Hands-on Physical Therapy with physiatrist Dr.
Peter Zenetos and physical therapist Ms. Markella Spiratos
lecturing and Dr. Dimitris Kostopoulos moderating.

The Educational Committee chairs Dr. George Dangas and
Dr. George Tsioulias are planning next year’s seminar
schedule.

The 67th Annual Scholarship Weekend Celebration is rapidly
approaching and we must raise funds for scholarship!  The
Hellenic Medical Society Education and Social Committees
are organizing the 67th Annual Scholarship Scientific
Symposium on Friday, December 5th, 2003 at the Harvard Club
with the cooperation of member Dr. James Doundoulakis.
Dr. George Bakris, Professor of Medicine and Director of
Hypertension/Preventive Cardiology at Rush University and
Past-President of the Hellenic Medical Society of Chicago/
Midwest will be our Distinguished Physician 2003.  HMS
Executive Board member Dr. Michael Michelis, President of
the Geriatric Kidney International Society will moderate this
symposium on hypertension.

After the conference, Dr. Theodore Diktaban and Dr.
Michael Michelis, Chairs of the Scholarship and Awards
Committees respectively will bestow awards to medical school,
college and high school students of exceptional merit and/or
financial need.

The Social Committee under the direction of Dr. Corina
Gerontis and Mrs. Genevieve Kampessis are making
arrangements for the 67th Annual Dinner Dance at the Essex
House on Saturday, December 6th, 2003.  Dr. George
Papadakis, President of Drexel University in Philadelphia is
our Distinguished Honoree 2003, and Dr. Apostolos Tambakis
is our Distinguished Physician and Past-President 2003.  Mrs.
Nelly Koutras and Dr. Miranda Kofinas are coordinating
raffle donations.  Ms. Lena Spyropoulos will again chair the
hugely successful Scholarship Journal Committee.  This year
we are initiating front row gold table seating for ten with a
contribution of five thousand dollars!

Once again, may I remind everyone, the Dr. Papanicolaou
Endowment Scholarship at Weill Medical College of Cornell
University needs funds to reach its goal of $100,000.  Weill
Medical College has agreed to match the fundraising with at
least $25,000 by the end of this year.  We appreciate the
generous donations of Dr. Constantine Linardos, Dr.
Anthony Vasilas, Mr. Bill Kartsonis, and Mrs. Vivian
Kartsonis-Mezitis.  Please donate to this unique medical
scholarship!  Your donation will be publicly acknowledged.
Call Evangelia at the HMS office today!



Importantly, our society has gained greater publicity through
the Dr. Kostopoulos show on National Greek Television,
Cosmos and Hellas radio programs, and the National Herald
newspaper.  Furthermore, generous pharmaceutical company
sponsorships and individual member support have facilitated
our CME accredited educational conferences.  I thank Dr. Jack
Soterakis and Dr. Anastasia Anagnostopoulos of the CME
Committee at Saint Francis Hospital, Roslyn, Long Island.

In 2003-2004, we are continuing to expand our diverse
agenda.  Our objective is to increase our membership,
fundraising and number of scholarships.  Drs. Cosmatos,
Yatrakis, Xethalis, Manolatos, Vasilas, and Harovas are
spearheading the fundraising campaign.  Dr. Dialecti
Voudouris and Dr. Miranda Kofinas are pursuing increased
membership.  Please pay your yearly dues for membership!

The next Summer Medical Conference will take place in
Corfu, Greece between August 5th and 9th, 2004.  Dr. Frixos

Goussis, Dr. Nicholas Mezitis, and Dr. Marinos Petratos are
coordinating travel and conference arrangements.  Call the HMS
office to register in time for the special promotion on deluxe
accommodations.

If you would like to be a guest lecturer, a fundraiser or establish
a scholarship in your name please call the office.  If you know
doctors who are not society members, tell them about becoming
HMS members.  Please contribute to the HMS Medical Column
in the English Edition of the Na-
tional  Herald Newspaper by E-mailing articles to
english.edition@thenationalherald.com.  If you would like to
participate on a committee, the newsletter, or dedicate some time
to your society, call our dedicated administrator Evangelia at
our office.

In unity there is strength!
Sincerely,

Spyros G.E. Mezitis, M.D., Ph.D.


